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Publications and Research Outputs 

Dr. Sibylle Lustenberger 

Department of Social Sciences, Social Anthropology Unit, Université de Fribourg, Switzerland 
 

Books: 

Lustenberger, Sibylle, Hovhannisyan, Siran, Boscoboinik, Andrea, and Gohar Shahnazaryan, eds. in 
press. Gender in Research and Politics. Developments, Intersections and Perspectives. München: LIT 
Verlag. 
Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2020. Judaism in Motion. The Making of Same-Sex Parenthood in Israel. New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 

Peer-reviewed articles: 

Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2017. We are Citizens – Vulnerability and Privilege in the Experiences of Israeli 
Gay Men with Surrogacy in India. Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 48(3): 393-403. 
Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2017. Between Civil and Religious Law. The Formation of Same-Sex 
Parenthood in Israel. Ethnologie française, 3: 447-458. 
Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2016. From Mumbai to Tel Aviv: Distance and Intimacy in International 
Surrogacy Arrangements. Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies, 12(2): 203-224. 
Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2014. Questions of Belonging: Same-Sex Parenthood and Judaism in 
Transformation. Sexualities, 17(5-6): 529-545. 
Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2013. Conceiving Judaism: The Challenges of Same-Sex Parenthood. Israel 
Studies Review, 28(2): 140-156. 
 

Contributions to books: 

Lustenberger Sibylle, 2021: Being Jewish and LGB. In: Worldwide Perspectives on Lesbians, Gays and 
Bisexuals: Culture, History and Law, Volume 1: Culture and History, edited by Paula Gerber, 236-256. 
New York: Praeger Publishers. 
Lustenberger Sibylle, 2019: Gleichgeschlechtliche Elternschaft in Israel. Eine Empirische Annäherung 
an die Beziehung zwischen Verschiebung und Kontinuität in gesellschaftlichen Ordnungen. In: 
Ordnungen in Alltag und Gesellschaft: Empirisch-Kulturwissenschaftliche Perspektiven, edited by 
Groth, Stefan and Linda Mülli, 59-75. Würzburg: Königshausen und Neumann. 
 

Invited talks: 

Judaism in Motion. The Formation of Same-Sex Parenthood. At Emory Ethnographic Forum. New 
Book Series, Emory University, 22 March 2021. 
Judaism in Motion. The Formation of Same-Sex Parenthood. At Social Sciences Department’s 
Colloquium, University of Fribourg, 15 December 2020. 
ARTs, Same-Sex Parenthood and Religion (German). At the invitation of Prof. Annuska Derks for a 
guest lecture in Core Area Kinship and Gender, University of Zürich, 24 November 2020. 
Currents of Power – An Ethnography of Electricity Production in an Alpine Community, At Social 
Sciences Department’s Colloquium, University of Fribourg, 24 September 2019. 
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Same-Sex Parenthood, Rabbinic Law and the Reproduction of the Jewish People (German). At the 
invitation of Prof. Olaf Zenker for a guest lecture in Social Structure, Politics and Economy, University 
of Fribourg, 11 April 2017. 
Same-Sex Parenthood in Israel: Societal and Religious Transformations (German). At the invitation of 
Prof. Jacques Picard for a guest lecture at the Faculty Seminary of the Institute of Cultural Studies and 
European Ethnology, University of Basel, 6 April 2017. 
Research methods and ethical dilemmas in my research in Israel and India (Hebrew). At the invitation 
of Prof. Dr. Goldstein-Gidone and Dr. Michal Kravel-Tovi for a presentation in a fieldwork course for 
M.A. students in Anthropology, University of Tel Aviv, 19 December 2016. 
Orthodox Judaism in Process. An Exploration of the Challenges, Opportunities, and Transformations 
of Same-Sex Parenthood. At Faculty Seminar of the Department of Anthropology, University of Haifa, 
8 December 2016. 
Making Same-Sex Kinship in Israel (Hebrew). At the invitation of Prof. Francine Markowitz for a guest 
lecture in Anthropology of Kinship and Family, Ben-Gurion University, 22 May 2016. 
Same-Sex Parenthood, Rabbinic Law and the Reproduction of the Jewish People (German). At the 
invitation of Prof. Olaf Zenker for a guest lecture in Social Structure, Politics and Economy, Free 
University of Berlin, 24 November 2015. 
Encounters with mamzerut – Rabbinic Kinship Concepts and the Formation of Same-Sex Parenthood. 
At Faculty Seminar of the Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Bern, 4 November 2014. 
 

Conference papers: 

Religious Homonationalism? Struggles over Homosexuality and Orthodox Zionism in Israel, at Biennial 
Meeting of the European Association of Social Anthropologists, online, 20-24 July 2020. 
Gender in the Social Structure of Hydropower Plants, at Gender Sensitive Research Workshop, 
Yerevan State University, 27-28 June 2019. 
Silent Transformation: Same-Sex Parenthood and the Making of Jewish Continuity, at Annual 
Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, 16-18 December 2018. 
Reproductive Politics, Rights and Desires, Orthodox Judaism and the Formation of Same-Sex 
Parenthood in Israel, at AFIN International Conference, Barcelona, 2-4 November 2017. 
The Transformations of Kinship, Judaism, and Politics. The Case of Same-Sex Parenthood in Israel, 
at Summer School of the Research Group “Kinship and Politics”, University of Bielefeld, 3-7 July 2017. 
Professional Relationships and Friendship in an Ethnographic Research on Surrogacy in India 
(Hebrew), at Annual Meeting of the Israeli Anthropological Association, Kafr Qasem, 17-18 May 2017. 
From Oppression to Freedom? Gay and Lesbian Memorialization Practices at the Passover Seder, at 
Annual Meeting of the Israeli Anthropological Association, Kinneret Academic College, 8-9 June 2016. 
The Ethics of Studying International Surrogacy, at The ART of Reproducing Difference. Discussing 
(In)Equality in the Context of Reproductive Travel, University of Bern, 29-30 October 2015. 
Surrogate Mothers and Otherness, at Annual Meeting of the Israeli Anthropological Association, 
Ashkelon Academic College, 10 June 2015. 
Encounters with Mamzerim – Rabbinic Kinship Concepts and the Formation of Same-Sex Parenthood, 
at Biennial Meeting of the European Association of Social Anthropologists, Tallinn University, 31 July 
– 3 August 2014. 
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Ambiguous Encounters: Managing Distance and Intimacy in International Surrogacy Arrangements, at 
Probing the Intimate. Cross-Cultural Queries of Proximity and Beyond, University of Cambridge, 12-13 
May 2014. 
Conflicting Ontologies? Rabbinic Kinship Concepts and the Formation of Same-Sex Parenthood in 
Israel, at Ontologies of Procreation. Formations and Transformations, University of Bern, 12 December 
2013. 
Tel Aviv - Mumbai - Tel Aviv: Same-Sex Couples Seeking Parenthood in India, at Contesting Fertilities, 
Families, and Sexualities. Social and Historical Perspectives on Assisted Reproductive Technologies, 
University of Zürich, 5-6 September 2013. 
 

Outreach activities: 

Interview to Tachles, Switzerland’s Jewish Weekly, the article based on this interview was published 
under the title “Akzeptiert und abgelehnt” on 26 June 2020. 
Interview to the Jerusalem Post, the article based on this interview was published under title “Mix 
and match: profile of a modern Israeli family” on 2 June 2017, https://www.jpost.com/Magazine/A-
modern-family-489727. 
Lustenberger, Sibylle. 2016. Ein Blick nach Israel. Gleichgeschlechtliche Elternschaft und 
gesellschaftlicher Wandel. Neue Wege. Beiträge zu Religion und Sozialismus, 12: 10-14. 
Interview for Bernerzeitung, an article based on this interview was published on 25 June 2014. 
Interview for NZZ am Sonntag, an article based on this interview was published under the title “Richtig 
eintauchen” on 16 March 2014. 
Interview for Horizons – The Swiss Research Magazine, an article based on this interview was 
published with the title “Wer darf Vater, wer Mutter sein?” in December 2013 (issue nr. 99). 
BMS Inforama Rütti, Zollikofen, Presentation and discussion of my research in a class on Bioethics, 
21 March 2013. 
 


