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Publications 

 

 

Monograph 

2016 Constructing, Creating, and Contesting Cityscapes. A Socio-Anthropological Approach to 
Urban Transformation in Southern Xinjiang, People’s Republic of China. Book series: 
Alltagskulturen Chinas und seiner Nachbarn, Ed. by Mareile Flitsch. 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. 

 

Co-edited volumes 

2022 Roesler, Sascha, Madlen Kobi and Lorenzo Stieger (eds.). Coping with Urban 
Climates. Comparative Perspectives on Architecture and Thermal Governance. Basel: 
Birkhäuser. (forthcoming) 

2020 Kobi, Madlen and Nadine Plachta (eds.). Architecture and/as Infrastructure. 
Roadsides #4. https://roadsides.net 

2018 Roesler, Sascha and Madlen Kobi (eds.). The Urban Microclimate as Artifact. 
Towards an Architectural Theory of Thermal Diversity. Basel: Birkhäuser. 

2016 Niederberger, Thomas, Tobias Haller, Helen Gambon, Madlen Kobi, and Irina 
Wenk (eds.). The Open Cut – Mining, Transnational Corporations, and Local 
Populations. Action Anthropology Volume II. Zürich: LIT. 

 

Articles in peer-reviewed journals 

2021 Jug, Katja and Madlen Kobi. Sensing the Cold. Biopolitics of Inexistent 
Heating Infrastructure in Chongqing (China). Roadsides #6, 62-71. 
https://roadsides.net/jug-kobi-006/ 

2020 Kobi, Madlen and Nadine Plachta. Architecture and Urban Infrastructure 
Landscapes. Introduction to the special issue “Architecture and/as 
Infrastructure.” Roadsides #4: 1-7. https://roadsides.net/kobi-plachta-004/  

2020 Roesler, Sascha and Madlen Kobi. Urban Climate Indoors. Rethinking Heating 
Infrastructure in China's Non-Heating Zone. Architecture Beyond Europe ABE, 
17. https://journals.openedition.org/abe/8061  

2020 Warm Bodies in the Chinese Borderlands. Architecture, Thermal 
Infrastructure, and the Materiality of State Consolidation in the Arid 
Continental Climate of Ürümqi, Xinjiang (Northwest China). Eurasian 
Geography and Economics 61(1): 77-99. 

2019 Keeping Warm in Subtropical Winter. When Everyday Life Disrupts the 
Concept of Hyper-Conditioned Environments in Chongqing (Southwest 
China). Les Cahiers de la Recherche Architecturale, Urbaine et Paysagère. 6. 
http://journals.openedition.org/craup/2880  

2019 Contours of an Urban Architectural Anthropology: Built Environment, 
Climate Control and Socio-Material Practices in Winter in Chongqing 
(Southwest China). Social Anthropology 27(4), 689-704. 

https://roadsides.net/
https://roadsides.net/jug-kobi-006/
https://roadsides.net/kobi-plachta-004/
https://journals.openedition.org/abe/8061
http://journals.openedition.org/craup/2880
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2019 Constructing Cityscapes. Locality, Materiality and Territoriality on the 
Construction Site in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, Northwest China. 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 43(1), 46-62. 

2018 Building Transregional and Historical Connections: Uyghur Architecture in 
Urban Xinjiang. Central Asian Survey. 37(2): 208-227. 

2018  Thum, Rian, Justin Jacobs, Tom Cliff, David Brophy, Kwangmin Kim, and 
Madlen Kobi. The Rise of Xinjiang Studies. The Journal of Asian Studies 77(1), 7-
18. 

2016 Welche Altstadt und für wen? Urbane Transformation, soziale Stratifizierung 
und ethnische Repräsentationen in Kaxgar (China). Dossier „Öffentliche 
Räume, Zusammenleben und Marginalisierung“. TSANTSA 21: 84-94.  

2016 Physical and Social Spaces “Under Construction”: Spatial and Ethnic 
Belonging in New Residential Compounds in Aksu, Southern Xinjiang. Inner 
Asia 18(1): 58-78. 

2013 Stadtraum im Wandel. Urbanisierung, Altstadterneuerung und ethnische 
Segregation im Uigurisch Autonomen Gebiet Xinjiang, Volksrepublik China. 
TSANTSA 18: 109-113. 

 

Book chapters 

2022 “Chongqing (People’s Republic of China): The Electrification of the Urban 
Fabric. On Governing the Built Environment’s Seasonality.” In Roesler, 
Sascha, Madlen Kobi and Lorenzo Stieger (eds.). Coping with Urban Climates. 
Comparative Perspectives on Architecture and Thermal Governance. Basel: Birkhäuser. 
(forthcoming) 

2022 “The Biopolitics in Thermal Governance: Energy Infrastructure and State-
Citizen Relationships in Chongqing.” In Soffer, Jonathan, Rae Zimmermann 
and Joseph Heathcott (eds.). Urban Infrastructure:  Historical and Social Dimensions 
of an Interconnected World. University of Pittsburgh Press. (forthcoming) 

2019 Niederberger, Thomas, Madlen Kobi and Tobias Haller. “The Open Cut. 
Mining, Transnational Corporations and the Commons.” In: Haller, T., T. 
Breu, C. Rohr, H. Znoj and S. Rist (eds.). Commons in a Glocal World. Global 
Connections and Local Responses. Abingdon: Routledge, 336-351. 

2019  “Chinesische Wege des Bauschutts: Sozialanthropologische Perspektiven auf 
das Recycling von Baumaterialien im urbanen China.” In: Grimberg, Phillip 
and Grete Schönebeck (eds.). Vom Wesen der Dinge. Realitäten und Konzeptionen des 
Materiellen in der chinesischen Kultur. In Zusammenarbeit mit Rüdiger Breuer. 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 173-195. 

2018 Roesler, Sascha and Madlen Kobi. „Introduction. The Urban Microclimate as 
Artifact.“ In Roesler, Sascha and Madlen Kobi (eds.). The Urban Microclimate as 
Artifact. Towards an Architectural Theory of Thermal Diversity. 12-24. Basel: 
Birkhäuser. 

2018 “Thermal Layers. The Case of the Lycée Schorge in Koudougou (Burkina 
Faso). Francis Kéré in Conversation with Madlen Kobi.“ In Roesler, Sascha 
and Madlen Kobi (eds.). The Urban Microclimate as Artifact. Towards an 
Architectural Theory of Thermal Diversity. 120-133. Basel: Birkhäuser. 
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2016 Gambon, Helen and Madlen Kobi. “Introduction: Legal Frameworks and 
Regulations in the Mining Industry.” In: Niederberger, Thomas et al. (eds.). The 
Open Cut – Mining, Transnational Corporations, and Local Populations. 35-58. Zürich: 
LIT. 

 

Book reviews 

2020 Book Review “Urban Energy Landscapes” (2019), Vanesa Castán Broto. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Urban Studies. DOI: 
10.1177/0042098020937202. 
https://www.urbanstudiesonline.com/resources/resource/book-review-
urban-energy-landscapes/  

2017 Book Review “From Village to City. Social Transformation in a Chinese 
County Seat” (2016), Andrew B. Kipnis. Oakland: University of California 
Press. http://newbooks.asia/review/village-city 

2017 Book Review “Inside Xinjiang. Space, Place and Power in China’s Muslim Far 
Northwest” (2016), Anna Hayes and Michael Clarke (eds.). London: 
Routledge. Asiatische Studien 71(3): 1029-1037. 

 

Other Articles, Exhibition Contributions, Web Publications 

2022 Lamb Skewers and Beijing Duck: Tasting Ethnic Politics Along Urban Roads 
in Aksu (Xinjiang). Multimedia contribution to the online exhibition “Asphalt: Lines 
and Lives.” https://asphalt-lines-lives.com/en/ (forthcoming) 

2020 Ode to the ‘Little Sun’: Everyday Thermal Practice and Energy Infrastructure 
in Chongqing (China). IIAS Newsletter #86, 16-17. https://www.iias.asia/the-
newsletter/article/ode-little-sun-everyday-thermal-practice-and-energy-
infrastructure-chongqing  

2020 Walks in Huangjueping (Chongqing, China). Encounters with Warming 
Objects and Ventilation Heritage. Contribution to the Project "Walks to Remember 
During a Pandemic. 'With Memory I was There'" by Louise Ann Wilson, May 13. 
https://www.louiseannwilson.com/work/walks-to-remember-during-a-
pandemic-with-memory-i-was-there  

2020 Kobi, Madlen and Nadine Plachta. Architecture as/and Infrastructure 
#Roadsides. AllegraLab. 1.4.2020. https://allegralaboratory.net/architecture-
as-and-infrastructure-roadsides/  

2016 Kelegama, Thiruni and Madlen Kobi. “Snapshots of Change” – How Focusing 
on Change Affects Perspectives on Research Material. AllegraLab. 24.5.2016 
http://allegralaboratory.net/snapshots-of-change-how-focusing-on-change-
affects-perspectives-on-research-material/  

2016 Kobi, Madlen and Thomas Niederberger. Framing Mineral and Metal 
Resources as “Glocal Commons”. The Commons Digest, (Publication of the 
International Association for the Study of the Commons). 20:5-9. https://iasc-
commons.org/commons-digest/  

2016 Am Traum teilhaben. Leserbrief, NZZ Folio 07/2016: 48. 

https://www.urbanstudiesonline.com/resources/resource/book-review-urban-energy-landscapes/
https://www.urbanstudiesonline.com/resources/resource/book-review-urban-energy-landscapes/
http://newbooks.asia/review/village-city
https://asphalt-lines-lives.com/en/
https://www.iias.asia/the-newsletter/article/ode-little-sun-everyday-thermal-practice-and-energy-infrastructure-chongqing
https://www.iias.asia/the-newsletter/article/ode-little-sun-everyday-thermal-practice-and-energy-infrastructure-chongqing
https://www.iias.asia/the-newsletter/article/ode-little-sun-everyday-thermal-practice-and-energy-infrastructure-chongqing
https://www.louiseannwilson.com/work/walks-to-remember-during-a-pandemic-with-memory-i-was-there
https://www.louiseannwilson.com/work/walks-to-remember-during-a-pandemic-with-memory-i-was-there
https://allegralaboratory.net/architecture-as-and-infrastructure-roadsides/
https://allegralaboratory.net/architecture-as-and-infrastructure-roadsides/
http://allegralaboratory.net/snapshots-of-change-how-focusing-on-change-affects-perspectives-on-research-material/
http://allegralaboratory.net/snapshots-of-change-how-focusing-on-change-affects-perspectives-on-research-material/
https://iasc-commons.org/commons-digest/
https://iasc-commons.org/commons-digest/
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2016 Kelegama, Thiruni und Madlen Kobi. Nothing is Permanent. Workshop 
Report for the University Priority Research Program URPP „Asia and 
Europe.“ Universität Zürich. Asia and Europe Bulletin 5: 26-27. 

2010 Trans-Cutucu – Zurück in den Urwald. Filmrezension. Newsletter 
INCOMINDIOS Schweiz. 32: 5. 

2008-2009 Blog “Made in China. Alltag in Beijing”. Internetpublikation. 
www.madeinchina.blogspot.com (offline seit 01/2011). 

2008 Ecuador. Ein Land – Viele Nationalitäten. Wendekreis. Bethlehem Mission 
Immensee. 3: 12. 

 

 


